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Friends, 

We liturgical Christians are often seen as out of 

step, especially at Christmas. Christmas for us 

happens just as the secular celebrations are ending.  

Christmas, the Christian season, lasts from the day 

of Christôs birth

until the start of Epiphany which is January 6th.   Thus, the 12 days 

of Christmas are not the days leading up to the 25th, but the days 

that follow.  We begin on Christôs day of birth on December 25th

and end on January 6th, the first day of Ephiphany(the coming of 

the Wise men or Magi who present gifts to Jesus.)
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In some cultures, Epiphany is the day presents are 

exchanged.  In some cultures, gifts are given on each of the 

12 days of Christmas, much like we hear in the popular 

Christmas carol, ñThe Twelve Days of Christmas.ò   This 

carol, which children especially love to sing, has many 

legends surrounding it; most of which can be neither proved 

or disproved.  

One such legend says that the carol was used as a Christian 

teaching devise to help children learn the catechism of the 

faith in countries or times of persecution.  These legends 

suggest that   "true love" mentioned in the song refers to 

God and the ñmeò who receives the present is every 

baptized person.    Each of the "days" represents some 

aspect of the Christian Faith.

Now this may well be legend, however it does become an 

interesting way for us to view the carol and remember our 

own catechism.  Hereôs what each gift might mean when 

used to teach the tenets of faith:  

1 Partridge in a pear tree:  refers to Jesus as the bird, 

recalling the expression of Christ's sadness over the fate of 

Jerusalem: "Jerusalem! Jerusalem! How often would I have 

sheltered you under my wings, as a hen does her chicks, but 

you would not have it so . . . ." (Luke 13:34)

2 Turtle Doves: The Old and New Testaments, which 

together bear witness to God's self-revelation in history and 

the creation of a people to tell the Story of God to the world.

3 French Hens: The Three Theological Virtues:Faith, 

Hope & Love (1 Corinthians 13:13).

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Turtle_Dove
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Faverolles_(chicken)
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4 Calling Birds :  The Four Gospels which proclaim the Good 

News of Christ.  

5 GoldenRings: The first Five Books of the Old Testament, 

known as the Torah or the Pentateuch. 

6 Geese-a-Laying: The six days of creation that confesses God 

as Creator and Sustainer of the world (Genesis 1).

7 Swans-a-Swimming: The seven gifts of the Holy 

Spirit: prophecy,  ministry,   teaching,   exhortation, giving,   

leading, and   compassion (Romans 12:6-8; cf. 1 Corinthians 

12:8-11)

8 Maids-a-Milking : The eight Beatitudes:Blessed are the poor 

in spirit,  those who mourn,   the meek,   those who hunger and 

thirst for righteousness,   the merciful,   the pure in heart,   the 

peacemakers,   those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake. 

(Matthew 5:3-10)

9 LadiesDancing: The nine Fruit of the Holy Spirit:love, joy, 

peace, patience,kindness,

generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. (Galatians 

5:22)

10 Lords-a-Leaping: The ten commandments:   (Exodus 20:1-

17)

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Common_Blackbird
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gold
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ring_(jewellery)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Goose
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Egg_(biology)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Swan
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aquatic_locomotion
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Milkmaid
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Milkmaid
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Milkmaid
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Milkmaid
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Milkmaid
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lady
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dance
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lord
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jumping
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11 PipersPiping: The eleven Faithful Apostles:Simon Peter, 

Andrew, James, John, Philip, Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas, 

James bar Alphaeus, Simon the Zealot, Judas bar James.(Luke 

6:14-16). The list does not include the twelfth disciple, Judas 

Iscariot

12 Drummers Drumming : The twelve points of doctrine in 

the Apostles' Creed: 1) I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 2) I believe in Jesus Christ, his 

only Son, our Lord. 3) He was conceived by the power of the 

Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. 4) He suffered under 

Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He 

descended into hell [the grave]. 5) On the third day he rose 

again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand 

of the Father. 6) He will come again to judge the living and the 

dead. 7) I believe in the Holy Spirit, 8) the holy catholic 

Church, 9) the communion of saints, 10) the forgiveness of 

sins, 11) the resurrection of the body, 12) and life everlasting.  

Dennis Bratcher says that ñChristians can celebrate their rich 

heritage, and God's grace, through one more avenue this 

Christmas. Now, when they hear what they once thought was 

only a secular "nonsense song,"they will be reminded in one 

more way of the grace of God working in transforming ways in 

their lives and in our world.After all, is that not the meaning 

of Christmas anyway?ò  Amen!

Lisa+

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flautist
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Drummer
http://www.cresourcei.org/creedsearly.html
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2   Heather Thompson

9   Janie Jenssen

11   Mona Diaz

Audrey Sowka

13   Margaret Cichantk

20   Curtis Hallowell

21   Linda Craig

Barbara Moriarty

23   Pat Peterson

30   Hilda Bouc

26  Judy & Mike Zawacke
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Altar Guild          Acolytes             Greeters           Readers                 Chalice 

Bearers

Dec. 12

Dec. 19

8:00 am

10:00 am

8:00 am

10:00 am

8:00 am

10:00 am

Alternate

P. Morrill

K. Thompson

J. Zawacke

Alternate

M. Wiggen

M. Wiejaczka A. Obara

M. Gronlund

K. Thompson 

L. Purcell B. Purcell

M. Wiejaczka

L. Purcell

P. Davis

A. Blanchard

M. Diaz

Volunteer

C. Raymond 

L. Raymond

Volunteer

M. Raymond

J. Akogu

C. Davis 

A. Hercules 

Volunteer

Volunteer

E. Keegan

R. Keegan

A. Obara

K. Gillette A. Obara
H. Bouc

S. Obara

B. Purcell

L. Purcell

K. Cappello

K. Thompson 

C. Nelson

E. Kagan

Alternate

P.  Akogu

J. Zawacke

10:00 am

Dec. 5

Services:  8:00 A.M. Rite I
10:00 A.M. Rite II.

Please find a substitute 
if you are unable to serve.

P. Davis

P. Peterson

L. Purcell

for Sundays and Christmas 

S. Obara

J. Zawacke

December Counters: A. Hercules and

L. Holian

B. Burns

M. Hill

R. McIntosh

K. McIntosh

S. McIntosh

5:00 pm

8:00 pm

P. Davis

N. Holian

T. Tuttle

P. Peterson

L. Purcell

Dec. 24 Christmas Eve

10:00 am

Dec. 26

A. Blanchard

M. Diaz
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J. Akogu

W. Akogu

G. Morrill 

P. Morrill

B. Peterson

C. Hallowell

S. Hallowell

A. Obara

J. Zawacke

B. Purcell

Dec. 25  Christmas Day


