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The Rev. Lisa Graves — Rector

Friends, !

I think it appropriate to start the year 2011 with our Bishop’s
timely message about that place in each of us that only God can
fill. The message is given as a Christmas and Epiphany greeting —
=== which may seem out of step as the rest of the world has now
moved past Christmas and is already planning Valentines and Easter! January
is a month that begins still enmeshed in celebrating the Christian season of
Christmas. Only on January 6™ do we move on to the next season, Epiphany.
Epiphany is the time we follow the wise men as they follow the star and
realize that God’s promise has been fulfilled in the guise of a newborn child. !
Our Bishop speaks to us that place inside that can be filled only with God. It
is in Epiphany that we realize that we have been empty in the darkness and
celebrate that we can now be filled with the Light of God’s son. !

Blessings,

Lisa+
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Let Christ be born in usO

A Message for Christmas and Epiphany
from the Bishop of Chicago

O What do you want for Christmas? Do you know? What is your heart's
desire? | believe all around us the hearts of women and men are longing
for peace and safety, for answers to the challenges that seem to grow
daily and that elude most of our efforts to solve any of them. Ongoing
economic hardships, the violence of wars so far away and on the streets of
our own towns and cities, the ravaged environment itself on which all life
depends, Do any of those things have anything to do with what you want
for Christmas? | hope they do. If you heart is open to the worries, and
hopes, and dreams of the world then they certainly do.O

| want to invite you to join me, to join together this Christmas as we ask
God for the only gifts ultimately worth having. Join together as we
welcome the birth of Christ in this world, the birth of hope, the rekindling
of wonder, the antidote to anxiety. You see, | believe that God has already
given us the gifts that we really long for. God has planted the answers to
our challenges right here; they are already here in the human heart. the
problem is that too many hearts remain cold and closed, shut off from
their own needs, desperately trying to fill the emptiness, ease the anxiety,
keep the fear at bay with substitutes that will never work.

The Christian tradition teaches that inside every human person there is a
God-shaped hole; there is a place within each one of us that only God can
fill. This Christmas | invite you to open your heart. Let God in on what
you really, really want. This Christmas, let God fill you with hope, and
life, and peace. As the Christmas carols put it: Let Christ be born in us.
Today.

The Rt. Rev. Jeffrey D. Lee(Bishop of Chicago
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January ochedules:

Services:

8:00A.M. HE |

10:00A.M. HE II; unless otherwise noted

Please find a substitute if you are unable to serve. |

Altar Guild Acolytes Greeters Readers Chalice
Bearers
Jan. 2
8:00 AM - \olunteer B. Burns Alternate
P. Davis ..
10:00 AM N. Holian A. Thompson A. Hercules | R. Golembieski
B Tuttle K. McIntosh | Volunteer | M. Wiejaczka [J- Svendson
Jan. 9
8:00 AM | P. Davis \olunteer C. Davis Alternate
10:00 AM | P. Peterson | E. Schmalz | M. Hill J. & M. Hill
L. Purcell K.Schmalz | R. Mcintosh| J. Zawacke J. Zawacke
Jan. 16
8:00 AM | P. Davis \olunteer \olunteer Alternate
10:00 AM | K. Kagan L. Raymond | G. Morrill | G. Horner o
J. Zawacke | C.Raymond | P.Morrill | A. Obara R. Golembieski
Jan. 23
8:00 AM | P. Davis \olunteer B. Burns Alternate
10:00 AM | H. Bouc E. Kagan A. Obara P Morrill
S. Obara R. Kagan T. Tuttle L Purcell M. Gronlund
Jan. 30 One Servjce Only Annyal Meeting
10:00AM | A. Blanchard| M. Raymond| A. Hercules | B. Wiggen
M. Diaz C. Nelson | Volunteer K. Thompson A. Obara
January Counters: Tom Tuttle and
Bob Purcell 4




Recap of 2010 Social Committee (@
by BdhnieWiggin

We began 2010 with our annual meeting. This is when we mix business
with great food and fellowship. We have elections for vestry, and
conventions over a hot brunch. We will have signup sheets for this important
event posted soon!

Spring was not far off before we had our Lenten Services. Last year we
paired up with St. Simons in Arlington Hts., to have a soup and salad dinner
with guest speakers from other faiths. Oh! The homemade soups were
outstanding. Easter arrived with a wonderful brunch and Easter egg hunt for
the kids.

This past year was a special time for St. Philip’s when we celebrated the
installation of our new priest, Rev. Lisa! We got out the fancy linen, crystal,
and silver. Bishop Lee was the guest of honor. With hot hors doeuves,
delicate sweets, and wine we toasted a warm welcome to our new priest.

As summer approached our vestry took over coffee hour and handed out cool
lemonade and treats on the front porch. The long lazy summer ended and we
hit the ground running in August with our Summer Picnic. St. Philips
provided the meat, and the parishioners brought the rest. It has become a fun
tradition to welcome everyone back from travels, and families readying
children for school.

The fall/holiday Annual Auction completed a successful season. A
sumptuous buffet of food greeted party goers. The evening was lively, and a
good time was had by all.

Everyone has tightened budgets this past year, and St. Philip’s has too. I ask
each of us to be vigilant regarding our supplies. Just like home, grocery bills
are going up. | try to keep sufficient supplies as back up; however; if we are
in need of anything please let me know.




/ | am ever grateful for those of you who have signed up to host thel0am \

coffee hour! This is the time we show our social graces, laugh with friends,
and relax. What better way to do this than over a warm cup of coffee and a
special treat! If your New Year’s resolution is to be more involved at St.
Philip’s, consider hosting a coffee hour! The time commitment is short, and
you can decide how simple or detailed your food can be. Our sign up is
down stairs, or give me a call ( at 847-359-5666). | am there to give you
guidance and a helping hand.

Wishing each and everyone a Joyous and Happy New Year!

\ Bonnie Wiggen /

Formation Committee Notes:

The Formation Committee has met several times this year to determine the best
approach for providing and coordinating formation opportunities for everyone at
St. Philip’s. To kick off our work, we attended a conference, co-sponsored by
The Episcopal Diocese of Chicago, entitled: “Who’s Church is it Anyway?”.
We learned about resources and learning opportunities for adults and children,
which you’ll hear more about at a later date.

While our program for St. Philip’s is still in the development stage, we have
begun to share our efforts with you. We provided Thoughts for Thanksgiving
booklets at the November 21 service. Hopefully, this booklet provoked some
thoughtful prayer and thanksgiving in your home. At an upcoming service we
will also be providing an Advent booklet, so be on the lookout for that, and more
in 2011.

We’ve also made a commitment to share our thoughts about Think Tank
sessions, provide reading recommendations for books or articles we’ve read, and
information about upcoming events.

If you have any questions or have thoughts about topics you’d like to learn more
about, please see a committee member.

Bonnie Grace Jill Judy Kevin Lisa Rose




Ross McIntosh

Many of you know Cindy and I, and have known us for a long time.
Recently, | was asked to write a letter about Stewardship. My definition
of Stewardship is the care and nurturing of the church, not just

the physical building, but the people who compose it. For the people, |
believe our faith in Christ is of the utmost importance. Personally, |
wish that | had the faith of a mustard seed. | wish that my faith was the
smallest of seeds, but could grow into a great tree and | think we should
all strive for this.

The Lord has done a lot for all of us. | will say that the Lord has
provided for my family and me many times, and | feel that we should
provide for him in any way that we can. The Lord wants us to follow
him and be ready for his return. He also wants us to bring people to
him. To do that, we need to give our time, talent, and treasure to the
church and to the Lord.

Sincerely,

Ross Mcintosh
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